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I do not know vet whether I like Atherton as much as Bardsley, all
1s so different out here,

I shall have to make something for mv gins to wear apart from the
men's shirts. It is really too embarrassing as we get such heavy winds
that at imes | am afraid I might find them shirtless.

This afternoon I put on my very best undies and one of my pretty
muslin dresses which [ have not seen for three weeks. [ sent my
luggage out beforehand by the carriers for fear of thunderstorms
coming and preventing the waggons getting through. If I had nor

Esther Atherton, née Ainscough. Esther was born m Lancashire mm 1804

and married Edmund Atherton [ in 18292 or early 1830. They came 10

Australia in 1844, settling first in Maitland, then in the Armudale

district and finally at Mount Hedlow (oniginally spelled Hedloo) near

Rockhampton in Queensiand in 1860 She died there in 1889

— S
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done this | would have had to wailt five months unrcil the wer season

Was Over or run about in a man’s shirt. We keep a stock in the
SLOTEroorn.

When my lubras saw me thev simply stared sayving “budgeree”
which means good. After they had walked round and round me
several times, feeli

ng the texture of mv dress, to my amazement Kitty

dronped on her knees and toucned mv pretty shoes. She traced the
pattern of mv bl: 1"" openwork stockings with her finger ;111-‘.1 lifted

the hem of mv skirt and felt auh zilu.]l‘:l'f:'{i rmy beautiful heavily

starched petricoar with 1ts frills and laces. She then came 1o :11‘1(:-13‘12‘!'

garment of which she made a thorough inspection. She called to

""n churcn at Mt Hedlow, near

Rockhan circa 1870, The Atherton

family settled ai Mt Hedlow m 1880

E " 4 - | : i
From thes church, Egmuna Alnerton J

T . j i i
would nave been buried ?rj.':'tjic'.‘:".!i_' s deatn

on 17 June 1863

A

W
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Annie, who had moved awav a few paces. “"Bv Chri! Missus got
trousers on, vou come look!”

I am sure | am going to like my new name and enjoy station lite.
Love from,
JANE ATHERTON

My Dear,

It is a long time since vour letter came but I have been trying to get
my house in order, which I do not seem able to do. I am such a fool.
One of the first things 1 did was to get a bundle of unbleached calico,
with turkey twill for trimmings, and a simple pattern. to make dresses
and underclothing suitable for my poor lubras.

Really I am sorry I ever started the dressmaking as I cannot get
awav from them and cannot get them to do any work for me as they
are interested in every stitch I do. As it is all done by hand vou can
understand it is quite a business. Tom savs that we shall buy a sewing
machine when the tmes improve.

Since starting to sew I have already finished two dresses in princess
style, trimmed with bands of turkey red — they love red — and two
pairs of drawers, trimmed in the same way. The lubras are especially
proud of these latter garments.,

I had to bribe them to get their work done early by telling them
they would get their dresses after dinner — one o'clock. So. wont
there be plenty of excitement? I am longing to see them clothed in
something other than men’s shirts.

Later I gave them their dresses and as soon as | did so they raced
off for their lives to the bathing hole to get clean before putting on
their frocks. My dear. I can hardly write for laughing. These girls are
screams. After their bogey they put on their clothes and came back to
show me how they looked. They had forgotten to dry themselves and
looked as though they had been through a heavy storm. You can
irnagine how funny they looked.

I have explained to them how to wash their drawers and to hang
them on a barbed-wire fence, for we have no clothes pegs, and that
they must not let white men see them on the line. You know dear,
how our mothers would faint if we mentioned drawers in company,
let alone see them flying high on a barbed-wire fence.

Every day brings some fresh amusement.

Love from,
JANE ATHERTON

~Nor
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~Ndr

Edmund Atherton []

fI839—]1899) Born in

Lancashire, Edmund [l came to
Australia with his parents in
1844 and trekked overland from
drmidale in New South Wales to
Mount Hedlow near
Rockhampton n (Jueensiand in
1860. In 1865, he travelled

further north with his brother

Richard and nts brotherin-law
Henry Bell to the Mackay
district, and, m 1866, founded
Cliftonuille Statron just nortn of
Mount Chelong. He died on &
February 1899

Richard Atherion (1847=1927)
Richard, the youngest son of
Edmund Atherton I and Esther
Ainscough, was the father of
Althea Cook, whose Christian
name seems Lo -':EHT.'L" -'.7'!3'5!‘?'!. _’ﬂ.l.'l'.f?‘:

by fane for her fictatious
correspondent When Edmund
Atherton II continued on to found
Cliftonazlle Station, Richard
remained befund (o found Woonon
Station which was long known ag
Atherton’s Camp. [t was this
property that Tom and Jane
Atherton bought tn 1901, they
lzved there from October 1901
unti! 1917 when they movea (o
Pretty Bend near Bowen.
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My Dear,

Some weeks have passed and I am still on the subject of hanging out
the lubras’ underclothing, for now they have each a chemise added to
their wardrobe.

Kitty was not pleased with the place | had shown her to hang her
drawers as she prefers to hang them where the wind has full play in
filling out both legs. judging by the number of times these articles are
washed, | should say she likes seeing them on the line better than
feeling them on her legs.

There is nothing left to do but eat. sleep and talk. The wet season
has set in, so we shall not see town or a neighbouring station until the
middle of April.

Tom is as good as any book with yarns of his grandfather and
father, and his own pioneering days, and as there is nothing special
just at present | shall write vou something of their lives.

His grandfather was a Lancashire farmer and landowner and
came out from England in 1844 with his wife and seven children, with
the intention of settling in the then little-known continent Australia.”

The colony of New South Wales attracted his attenuon. They
went first to Maitland where two other children were born: Ester, who
afterwards became Mrs Havlock, and whose husband owned Sanomi
in the Bowen district, and Richard.™

Wishing to acquire a larger run for their sheep and cattle, the
grandparents and family moved into the New England district and
took up land at Mount Pleasant, near Armidale. Later they acquired
Bald Blair station further out,

In the mid-fifties James Atherton, the eldest son, came to
Queensland and founded a sheep station called Rosewood on the
Fitzroy River, in the Rockhampton district.

Queensland appealed to the grandfather and the other members
of the family and so, in 1860, they left Armidale with all their
possessions. They had three bullock waggons and one horse team.

* Edmund Atherton I. born 4 February 1804 at Blackrod near Wigan, Lancashire. marrned
Esther Ainscough, who was born in the same village on 21 November 1804 They
:migra{ﬁd to Mew South Wales in the Great Britgm_ arriving in Sydney on 27 II.LI:‘LE 1R
He died at Mount Hedlow in Queensland on 17 June 1863
* Richard Atherton (1847-1927), the voungest son of Edmund At herton | and Esther
Ainscough, was the father of Vida Althoea Acherton (known as Althea Atherton, later as
Althea Cook. 1875-1955), perhaps the model used by Jane for her imaginary correspon-
dent. Clearly, however, this passage was n0t written with Althea Actherton in mind since_ in
that case, it would surely have referred to Richard Atherton as “vour father”, In any case,
the real Althea was married. whereas Jane's correspondent was a spinster

FIRST YEAR AT MIDLOTHIAN STATION
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The riders were in charge of two thousand head of shorthorn cattle,

A lovely big brolga strutted behind the waggons. He was too fond
of grandma to stay with his own mates in New South Wales,

The journey through a country, practically without roads, and
with all the disadvantages of the umes, was a tremendous under-
taking. It was, however, successfully accomplished in four months.
They arrived at their desunauton and took up country in the
Rockhampton district which they named Mount Hedlow, from the
aboriginal word meaning mountain. The grandfather only lived two
vears after settling at Mount Hedlow, and then the whole family
branched out.

John Atherton” took up Bomovia and sold and delivered a mob of
bullocks at the Palmer gold-diggings in 1870. So pleased was he with
the north that he took up Cashmere and later Emerald End station,
on which the town of Mareeba now stands.

Tom's father and Henry Bell — who married Tom's aunt, Alice
— took up West Hill station 1n 1866, in the Mackay district. Here
they were joined by Richard Atherton, who had been left at a
boarding school in New South Wales."” Dissausfied with the country
around West Hill, they continued to blaze the trail along the coast
towards the newly discovered Pioneer River, and the few tents and
huts which comprised the new township of Mackay. As they rode
along, the grass was se tall and thick they had to call out at times to
keep trace of one another,

There were no other animals but the kangaroos and wallabies to
keep the grass in check. Incidentally, | might mention that this was a
wonderful covering for the wild blacks. Reaching a good creek with a
nice open plain on the other side, the party decided to go to the
nearest ridge to camp. Here they formed a station and shortly after
arranged for each to take a run, as open untouched country was
called in those days.

Henry Bell remained on at Plane Creek — as they named it
Edmund, Tom's father, went a few miles further north to the rocky
Mount Chelona, and called his property Cliftonville.

Richard crossed the creek and took country between it and the
sea, which through general usage became known as the Atherton
Camp, then the Camp, and finally changed to Woonon.

" John Atherton (1837-1913), who was the second son of Edmund Atherton | and Esther
Ainscough, gave his name to the Atherton Tableiands.

" Tom's father was Edmund Atherton 11 (1839-1899), the third son of Edmund Atherton |
and Esther Ainscough. Alice Atherton (1837-1892) was his elder sister. and Richard
Atherton (1847-1927) was his youngest brother,

o
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Plane Creek Station, circa 1876, Founded in 1866 by Henry Bell

I nearly forgot the pretty pieces about the forming of their places
in the New England district. They brought from FnEl.:tnd a small
pink monthly rose in a pot, and so far every Atherton in the family
has a bush in his garden. The grandparents brought the weeping
willows to Armidale and their sons planted slips in the creeks on the
run, which, at the present time, make Armidale the picturesque town
of New South Wales.

When Tom" left Brisbane Boys' Grammar School he accom-
T Thomas Arthur Atherton I, was born at Mount Hedlow in Queensiand on § February

1866. He left school at seventeen and joined his father at Cliftonville in 1883,

FIRST YEAR AT MIDLOTHIAN STATION
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